Introducing x Aechbergiopsis 'PITA'  





by Kerry Booth Tate





For many years there has been a bromeliad circulating in Queensland and New South Wales labelled as Hohenbergiopsis guatemalensis. I purchased a specimen by that name at a Mt. Coot-tha (Brisbane) Bromeliad Society of Queensland show in 2008. On doing my homework post-purchase, I noticed there were two different-looking


versions of this lone species of the genus on the fcbs.org photo index. The photo of the suspect version was submitted by Derek Butcher. His photo was of a plant grown by Ruby Ryde in Sydney, New South Wales in 1996.





The three other photographic submissions were by John Buchanan of Pinegrove Nursery, N.S.W. (three photos), Eloise Beach of Florida, U.S.A., and Robert Read - the latter two published in the BSI Journal, 1982. The plants grown by Eloise are direct descendents of the type specimen of this species. Although the photos are all scanned pre-digital images, depicting various blooming stages with questionable


true colour, the photographed Pinegrove plants do look to be the same - particularly the plant in the third image. Ross Little (Pinegrove Nursery, N.S.W.) and Genny Vauhkonen (Jacob's Well, Qld.) have both confirmed that they grow the true Hohenbergiopsis guatemalensis. Therefore, it has been grown in Australia for many years, although not recorded in the Pinegrove "Ledger" and still elusive. Genny also grows the "furphy" plant with the erroneous label - the same as Ruby Ryde's specimen, photographed by Derek.





In August 2010 Peter Tristram imported a plant of Hohenbergiopsis guatemalensis directly from Eloise's Florida garden. Down the track, it will be interesting to compare its inflorescence and growth habit to those which have been in Australia much longer - if they can be found!





Of course, Derek had long noticed the anomalies of Ruby's plant also labelled as Hohenbergiopsis guatemalensis - as surmised in the accompanying "Uncle Derek Says" link on the FCBS website. He wisely suspected the odd one out to be, more likely, a bigeneric hybrid, and awaited healthy debate with fellow sceptics - of which there was little...until recently.





My plant flowered in January, 2010. The unusual inflorescence looked identical to the same misnamed plant which Derek had photographed. It is definitely not Hohenbergiopsis guatemalensis.





So the question remained - What is it?





I sent my query to Detective Derek, with accompanying photos of the blooming plant. The case was re-opened. After considerable discussion, it was agreed that our mystery bromeliad is a bigeneric hybrid between Hohenbergiopsis guatemalensis and an unknown Aechmea - and deserves a registered cultivar name. Among the Bromelioideae genera, Aechmea best fits the general description below as the most likely other parent genus involved. Geoff Lawn, the BSI Bromeliad Cultivar Registrar, was called in to adjudicate on an appropriate nothogenus classification. Because this is the first bigeneric hybrid recorded with that combination of parentage, the new nothogenus of x Aechbergiopsis now exists.





Due to my defence of this pretty hybrid's worth, I was given cultivar naming rights. Considering Derek's complaint about this plant's habit of coming back and biting him, I thought the name x Aechbergiopsis 'PITA' appropriate. Those readers who are familiar with contemporary acronyms will know what PITA stands for!





Description: mature plant approx. one metre wide, in an open funnel-shaped rosette. Leaves lime green, becoming rose-flushed in bright light, 6 cms wide, and 60-70 cms. long. Small spines along length of leaves, regularly spaced, with a soft terminal spine. Inflorescence 70 cms high. Upright rhachis densely lepidote, primary and floral bracts pink, petals blue-grey. Hybridiser and origin unknown.
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